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Invisible Romans
The Roman country has evolved over the years and has resulted in many changes. Different people had different roles to play in Roman society. There were people from different backgrounds who lived in Rome. Rome also was divided into social classes, which, like today, included the rich, the middle class, and the poor. The rich were the people who owned large tracts of land and controlled the majority of the businesses. They were also the ones involved in making policies and rules that governed the rest of the people. The rich were also known as the elites and made up the minority of the population but controlled 99% of the wealth. The other group was the ordinary people who were below the rich but above the poor. The last group was composed of the poor and the peasants who worked for the rich and the ordinary people to earn a living. There was also slavery and prostitution in the ancient Rome.
The first chapter of the book Invisible Roman called In the middle: the ordinary men talks about the life and culture of the Roman people. It starts by discussing the elites who were the wealthy people in the empire and produced all literature that is associated with Rome. They included; senators, magistrates, town councilors, and priests. They owned large tracts of land and controlled the majority of the businesses. They were also the ones involved in making policies and rules that governed the rest of the people. The rich made up the minority of the population but controlled 99% of the wealth (Knapp, 2011). The other group was made up of the ordinary people who were below the rich but above the poor. The last group was poor, and the peasants 
who struggled to make ends meet. The ordinary people and the poor did not enjoy the full rights 


of a Roman citizen like the rich did. The ordinary people and the poor help us understand life in the first centurie1s of the Common Era. It shows there was a considerable gap between the rich and the poor. Knapp differentiates his subjects in both space and time by describing how each subject lived and how he was treated. Knapp asks a series of questions about the lives of the subjects like their social-economic status and culture. He obtains answers from the works of other scholars.
The third chapter of the book by Knapp talks about slavery, which was a common practice in the Roman Empire. The elites and the ordinary men in society were the people who owned slaves to work in their homes and farms. Slavery was seen as a common practice, and the Romans did not consider it as dehumanizing (Knapp, 2011). There were four major ways one could get into slavery in the Roman Empire. One of them was through war captivity. During the expansion of the Roman Empire, there were numerous wars with the neighboring communities, and whenever they conquered them, the captives became slaves. The second way was raising the children of the slave to become slave1s. The third way was adopting abandoned children and making them slaves (Knapp, 2011). The final way was by enslaving grown-up men and women. Slaves did not enjoy full Roman citizenship, and this information helps us understand the life of the first century in Rome and how there was inequality in the treatment of citizens and 
[bookmark: _GoBack]noncitizens. Knapp differentiates his subjects in both space and time by explaining their lives 
and interactions. He asks questions about the slaves' way of life and their interactions with the



Roman citizens, and he finds out that they had inequalities. He finds answers in literature by other scholars.

Chapter seven of the book "Invisible Romans," talks about prostitution in the Roman Empire. Prostitution was a common practice among the Romans that was legal and involuntary. The prostitutes composed of free men and women as well as slaves. Most of the slaves were not in practice out of their will, but their masters' will (Knapp, 2011). Slave owners saw it as a lucrative business that brought quick money by engaging their slaves. The most vulnerable groups were the children slaves who were forced into the practice against their will. Free women also practiced prostitution and were usually as a result of poverty and lack of skills that would bring money to support their families (Knapp, 2011). Physical abuse of sex workers was prevalent, especially on free women who had no one to protect them. The abuse usually resulted in severe vaginal and anal injuries and urinary tract infection in extreme cases. Knapp reconstructs the experience of slaves in the roman society who did not enjoy full citizenship and helps readers understand the inequalities and discrimination in the first centuries. He also differentiates his subjects in both space and tome by describing their relationships and interactions. He also asks questions about their lives, like why they indulged in slavery, and he finds answers in the works of other scholars who have conducted research on a similar topic.
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